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Tale of the Fisherman & the
Genie
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Once upon atime, there was a poor
old fisherman who hardly can support his wife and three chlldren
He went one morning by moon light to the seaside and cast his
net. When he drew the net, instead of fish, he found a vessel of
yellow copper sealed with lead.
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He took a knife opened it and

: : - -T - ™™ turned it down, but nothing came
“%. out. While looking at it, there came a very thick smoke that=.=

reunited such that he could see the face a monster forming out of

the smoke. He was so frightened that he was shaking and could
not move.
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. The genie laughed at the   §

_lns e e ; S (%
“ fisherman’s fear and said: | have f:\

been imprisoned in this vessel for thousand years. Having
rescued me, | will do you a favor. Do not be afraid. Bring your net

and follow me.
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They passed by the town and
came to the top of a mountain
then descended to a vast plainzf’;2
with a lake surrounded by four hills. To the fisherman’s
surprise, the lake was full of fish of four colors; white, red.

blue, and yellow.
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The genie told him to cast his net. Upon withdrawing the net, he
found that it caught four fish each of a different color. The genie
told him to go present the fish to the sultan. He will reward you
for it generously.
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The fisherman went immediately
to sultan’s palace to offer him: "
the fish. The sultan was much surprised when he saw the ;
fish, and ordered the minister to send the fish to the cook,
and to give the fisherman four hundred dinars of gold. The
happy fisherman went home and bought all supplies for his
family.
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The cook cleaned the fish and put them on fire in a frying-‘._"’f;;_

Ve
pan with oil. When he thought them fried enough on one (&
side, he turned them to the other side.

At this moment, the wall of the kitchen divided, and a lady

came from the opening with a rod in her hand. She said
some words, overturned the pan, and disappeared through

,‘"’r:g._ the wall opening. After the cock recovered from his shock,éf;;;

>

he informed the sultan. The fisherman was brought back to»""“
the palace and asked: Where did you bring this fish from?

He said: | caught them from a lake between four mountains.
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The Sultan and his court started
for the lake where the fish came from, with the fisherman as their
guide. Admiring the scene, the sultan asked if anyone has seen
this lake before, and the answer was negative. Thus he decided to

see the facts behind this place.
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The sultan went alone beyond

(=

the hills where he saw some sortz"

e

of a castle in the distance. He knocked on the door but no
one answered. He then went inside and found a hall with a
pool and two statues of lions with water springing from the
mouths of the lions. He then heard a voice and turned in
that direction.
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He found a young man sitting s \
on a chair covering his legs with hIS dress The sultan “
inquired about the wellbeing of the man and asked him to
explain the meaning of the colored fish in the lake and this
palace in nowhere. The man apologized for not standing up

to greet the sultan and started crying. The Sultan asked
for the reason of his crying!
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The young man uncovered the lower part of his dress to reveal Ty
that his lower part is of stone. He then said: My father was king of
this country. After my father died, | succeeded him, married my
cousin, and lived happily till five years ago. By accident, |
discovered that she is cheating on me. She used to mix my drink
with sleeping herbs, and leave the palace to meet her lover all
night.
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“%.7. One night, | spelled the drink

without her noticing and pretended to sleep. She left the
palace and | followed her. She entered a ruined castle. |
followed after a while, to find her sleeping with a slave on a

heap of straw.
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M~ Outraged, | drew my sword® "
and struck the man on the neck, but it made a big cut in the
neck. Believing that | killed the man, | withdrew before my

wife wakes up, and went back to my palace.
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In the morning | saw that my wife had cut her hair and was s
dressed in black mourning clothes. In rage | said: | should have
killed you too for your treachery. she looked at me and
pronounced words | did not understand then said: “by virtue of
my enchantments, | command you to become half marble and half
man.
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By another enchantment, she f
destroyed the whole city and
the four isles and reduced the site of the whole place to the
lake and desert plain you have seen. Each day she gives
me a hundred lashes on my naked shoulders. She spends
most of her time with that slave in the castle. The sultan
promised him to do his best to reverse the spell.
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“ Next morning, the sultan arose with
the dawn, and prepared to execute his design, he then proceeded
to the castle where the slave lay. He drew his dagger, killed the

slave, dragged his corpse, and threw it into a well.
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slaves’ clothes and slept in his place with his dagger under the

straw and waited. She arrived to the slave’s place shortly after.
The sultan, mimicking the slave’s voice told her that the crying of
the prince is depriving him of any rest. He ordered her to save him
from his misery and undo the spell. She said: | will do as you wish
immediately.

The king then changed into the_
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The witch queen went back to
the prince’s palace, took a cup of water, and pronounced
some word spells over it. She proceeded to the prince and
threw the water upon him. Instantly, the prince found
himself restored to his former condition. He then went and
found shelter in the pool hall.
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She then went back to the @
slave’s place. The sultan, still ="
mimicking the slave’s voice said: You still have to reverse
the spell on the city and lake, for the fish keep rising each
night and screaming for revenge, making me unable to
sleep. Go speedily, restore things to their former state, and
come back for | need to talk to you.
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Accordingly, she went to the ¥

brink of the lake, she took a i syl

little water in her hand, and sprinkled it into the lake. As
soon as she pronounced some words over the fish and the

lake, the city was immediately restored. She then went
back to the slave.
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" As she entered, she cried to the slave: | come to rejoice "

with you, | have done all you asked of me, give me your
hand to raise you. As she came close, the sultan suddenly
struck the dagger in her chest and left her corpse on the
spot.
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The sultan went to seek the young prince. He found him standing e
near the pool. He embraced him saying: rejoice, your enemy is
dead. The sultan asked the prince if he would like to go back with

him to his city. The prince said: | will be honored. However, do

you know how far you are from your city?
27
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After their arrival, the sultan acquainted his people with the ™
circumstances, and that he has adopted the prince. As for the
fisherman, the sultan arranged for the marriage of the prince with
the fisherman’s daughter, and gave him a plentiful fortune which
made him and his family live happy.
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The Tale of Ibn Adam and the
Animals
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Once upon a time, there was a peacock living in a forest
beside the seashore with his wife. One day, while on the
beach, the peacocks saw a duck coming from the sea In

their direction.
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As the duck approached the B
beach, the peacock female & ,_
came to welcome her and ¢ B A
inquired about her well being. The duck said: | am scared ™
and running away from Bin Adam. He is full of tricks and
cannot be trusted. The peacock told her to relax for she is
safe here with them and to tell her about what happened
with Bin Adam.
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The duck said: while | was in a green field, he chased me et

all around to catch me and cook me for dinner. With God’s
help | was able to run away to the mountain. There | met a
lion cub outside a cave. When the lion saw me, he was
fascinated by my colors and asked about my name. | told
him my name is Batta and he asked me to call him Shibl.

A 32
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"% shibl asked: Why do you look &

tired and out of breath. | told him that | was running away
from Bin Adam who was trying to catch me and slaughter
me for dinner. | beg you to kill Bin Adam, for | am so afraid

of him, Batta said. He is dangerous and cunning.




" his side. Out of a sudden, we saw a cloud of dust in the far. Then “
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Shibl started walking to the desert
nearby and | was following along c;--

we saw the shape of a donkey with nothing on his back running.
Shibl called upon him to come and it immediately obliged. Shibl
asked the donkey about his race and why is he running away?.
The donkey said: | am an animal running away from Bin Adam.
Shibl said: But why would you run away? What did this Bin Adam
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The donkey said: Bin Adam has something he calls packsaddle, he
puts on my back, a belt that he stretches tightly around my
stomach, and a rein he puts in my mouth. He also carries a sharp
prod and pokes me with it. When | get old, he gives me to people
who use me to carry heavy buckets of water. | stay in misery till |
dies where he throws me on the hill and leaves me to the dogs.
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While the donkey was telling his story, we saw another cloud of dust.

‘ This time a horse came from the dust. Shibl called upon the horse and it
~approached us. Shibl was amazed at how big and strong it is. Shibl asked

what kind of animal are you?, and why are you running away? The horse
said: | am a horse running away from Bin Adam. Shibl was disappointed
and said: How can an animal as big and powerful as you be afraid of
anybody? In addition, you run very fast no one can catch you. The horse
said: when you see how cunning Bin adam is, you might be afraid
yourself.
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“ The horse added: Bin Adam is also cruel. He puts a saddle on my“%*
back with two belts under my armpits. When he rides me, he uses
a goad to nudge me which causes me to bleed. He also puts
metallic rein in my mouth. When | get old and unable to perform
and run to his satisfaction, he sells me to the butcher who

slaughters me and sells my meat.
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While the Shibl is talking to the
horse, we saw another cloud of
dust. This time a camel was seen [
" coming out of the dust. Shibl called upon the camel to approach .
and it obliged. Shibl asked the camel: what brought you to this
place? And why are you running like you have seen a ghost? The
camel said that it is running away from Bin Adam. Shible was
enraged and said: how can a creature as huge, tall, and powerful
be afraid? If you kick him with your leg, you would certainly Kkill

.
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The camel said: Oh son of the king, Bin Adam is intelligent"“?’?""'
and treacherous. He puts a rope to my head, and lets even
the youngest of his children lead me in spite of my huge
body. He makes me carry heavy stuff and makes me travel
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While Shibl was talking to thes
camel, we saw an old man carrying wood boards on his
shoulder coming our way. He continued walking till he
came close to Shibl. When | saw him, | recognized him as
one form of Bin Adam and | was scared to death.
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He addressed Shibl saying: My
~. lord, please give me refuge for
“  no one can help me but you. | am a carpenter, and | am “
running away from Bin Adam, for he inflected all kinds of
injustice upon me. Most probably, he will reach this place
in the morning. So beware and take precaution not to fall

into one of his tricks.
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carrying? The man said: | was going to meet the leopard
who called upon me to build him a house to protect himself

from Bin Adam. That is why | am carrying the wood boards

and the tools to build the house.
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Shibl said: where are you going? What is this you are
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(- Shible envied the leopard,
“ took a stand of attack against
the carpenter, and said: You must build me a house first
and then you can continue with your mission. If you do not

oblige me, | will kill you this instant. The carpenter went to

W ~work and built a house in the form of a wooden box.
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The carpenter told Shibl to
) — get inside to make sure it=%
fits you well. Shibl entered the box and complained that it
Is too tight and that his tail does not fit in. While busy
trying to fit in, the carpenter quickly closed the door and
said: Oh son of the king, you have fallen into what you
have been afraid of.
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When Shibl heard this talk, he

s

 realized that the carpenter is Bin Adam that everyone was-i“‘c_-;t-~

warning him about. The animals fled from the scene. | went
a bit farther away, and hid in a place where | can watch

what Bin Adan is going to do with Shibl.
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| saw Bin Adam digging a ditch
nearby, then went and collected
some dry branches of trees, and ..
threw them in the ditch. He thenﬁ“,:’?i_
pulled the box, with Shibl inside, and dropped it in the ditch.
Immediately after that, he lit fire and dropped it on top of the box
and the wood. The blaze encircled the box and Shibl was burning
and screaming inside the box. | ran away as fast as | can to the sea

and here | am.
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