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Tale of the porter and

the Girls of Baghdad
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Once upon a time there was a porter in Baghdad. One

morning a handsome young lady named, Dalila, told him to
follow her to carry her shopping. She stopped at different

shops and bought her supplies. The porter -carried thes "

e

basket and followed her to a magnificent house. A beautiful
young lady opened the gate. As he entered, he saw a
second gorgeous lady. The lady paid him two dinars and
signaled him to go.
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The porter said: | see no man here, and | wish you accept_*®,
-"""

me to stay with you as your humble slave. | am well versed
in science and history The lady “Sara” said: OK upon

condition that, if you ask about what does not concern you,

you chance to hear what you will not like. She then

introduced her sister “Mary”. The instant they sat and were

ra
>

o "r;;;._ conversing merrily, they heard knocking at the door gate.

¥ e

Dalila went to answer the door.
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One night, Haroun al Rashid and Vizier Jafar went into '§.

town in merchants’ apparel. By coincidence, they passed

by the house of the three ladies. Having heard the music,

the caliph asked Jafar to knock on the door and ask for
permission to enter. When Dalila opened the door, Jafar

- told her that they are new merchants in town and have lost
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their way and needed to spend the night. The Iladies ™
welcomed them on condition that they will not ask about

what does not concern them.
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Dalila signaled the porter, went for a moment and came;‘(f’;ﬁ.
. _ _ e
back with two black dogs. Sara ordered him to bring the |

first dog forward. The dog advanced, crying and looking at

Sara for mercy. Sara started whipping her very hard till she

got tired. Sara then took the dog in her lap and kissed her

head. She did the same to the second dog.
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A moment later, Dalila started to play the music and sing to ‘g

the satisfaction of Sara. Having listened to the music, Mary

fainted to the floor exposing her stomach. The caliph

noticed some marks on her stomach that look like marks

from severe whipping. The caliph was anxious to question
. the lady, but Jafar and the porter reminded him of their .

promise. Sara then asked: What are you whispering;‘ff“'

about?
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The porter said: We would like to explain what you just didérf;;.
-"""

to the dogs? And how come your sister carry such
marks?” Sara said:you have revoked your promise,

however each one should tell his reason for being here,

thence | will set you free to go. The porter told her how
Dalila brought him to carry her shopping bags. Jafar

' explained as he did before, that they are merchants who f
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lost their way. After listening to their excuses, she let them

go their ways.
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The next morning, the Caliph attended the affairs of the
country. Once finished, all the attendees were dismissed.
He then asked Jafar to bring the three ladies to his court.
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" ~_Jafar informed the ladies that the Caliph

from their deeds as an appreciation of their hospitality last
night without knowing their identities. However, he expects
you to tell the whole truth regarding the situation we
witnessed. Sara, lady of the house advanced forward and
started telling them how their story is the strangest

encounter ever. o
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The two dogs are my eldest sisters by the same father andé"';;_

<
mother; the other two ladies are also my sisters by my father’'s &
side. After our father’s death, my two sisters from my father left

us to live with their mother. My other two eldest married and left

with their husbands in trade, and | was left alone. After losing
everything, they came back to me in a pitiful condition. In spite of
,' my rejection, they re-married and the same misfortune brought f

them back in worse conditions.

.20

= 3
- |
n
7% - < .
~> >
: ‘ e
. = § y /
Co




A il 02 ol 3 a0
e g Ui ot s
i oty Bl i i
Wlaay ia Al Labi o fla
5= A 1 G ) B8 ¢ Ay
) 3 s Saan b pSaili,

{7

f"4

(Jldg Lipla ot Al w Gl é g’




travelled in a business trip. We sailed for several days till
we landed in a town. The captain told us to get our

merchandize ready and try to sell it in town while he goes

and investigate the situation. He came back distressed and

said that everything in town is turned into statues from
<= % black stones.
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We toured the markets and saw so many goods, gold,
silver, and jewelry left alone. Our people got busy
collecting such fortunes. | ventured inside the palace of
the prince who reigned the town in hope to find someone
alive.
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statue; and a bit further, the queen with crown of diamonds all

turned into black stone. | started looking at the wonders all

around, that engrossed my attention and | forgot the ships and
my sisters. When | tried to return, | lost my way thus resolved to
= spend the night there. About midnight, | heard a kind voice .

-
<

reading the Quran. -
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"% | followed the sound and found a young handsome man_ .,

7
sitting on a prayer carpet. | told him how | came to this &
place and pleaded with him to tell me what happened to

this town. He told me that his father was the king; he and

the town people were worshipers of fire. Being an only

child, my father brought me an old governess known for

.7_;'7»; good character, who was secretly a good Muslim. | became (.

S

"
>

a Muslim too. Before she died, she instructed me to
practice my religion in secret and | continued to do that. As
for the people of the town, they continued with their

infidelity until God punished them all by turning everything

into black stones.
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| suggested for him to marry me and return with me toér"};.

o
Baghdad where he can meet great scholars. | persisted in |

persuading him till he accepted, and we went back to the

ship. My sisters grew jealous of my affection with the

prince. | offered them all my fortunes and was content with
marrying the prince. But, although they were happy with

-‘:_:c‘,;_ this arrangement, they still kept the hatred secretly in their &

~, gl ¢
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hearts.
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°. me to coast. M6

We continued our journey till we reached near Basra. While"‘g
lird

A

o

asleep; my sisters carried me and the prince and threw us
in the sea. The prince, not being a swimmer drowned; | was

lucky to hang on a piece of wood where the waves threw
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rest, when | perceived a snake coming towards me |
followed by a larger serpent, which had hold of its tail. |
assumed courage to take up a stone and throw it with all

my strength at the serpent, which | hit on the head and

P
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killed. The snake spread two wings and to my amazement

ra
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just flew away. Being so tired, | went immediately to sleep.

RS
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| awoke to my surprise, to find a slave standing by me withérf’};.
-"""

two dogs. | am the snake fairy you saved me from the

serpent, she said. Repaying for your service, | just

conveyed into your house all your belongings from the

_ ship, and transformed your sisters into these two dogs.
f') (s

£ s

She then commanded me to give each of the dogs one
hundred lashes every night; The caliph expressed his great

astonishment of such adventure.
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The second lady came forward and started telling her story.ér";;.
-"""

| was married to a fine gentleman who died a year later

leaving me lots of fortunes. One day, an old lady

approached me and told me that she has an orphan

daughter who is getting married. We would be obliged if

r), /';.‘4_

you honor the wedding with your presence. | fitted myse|f‘r‘~“,:z_
and we arrived at the gate, where | met a beautiful young

lady who welcomed me warmly.
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The young lady said: | have a handsome brother who isér";;.
-"""

fallen in love with the fame of your beauty. | humbly beg

you will not refuse his proposal to be his wife. A door

opened, out of which came a young man of graceful

behavior. A contract of marriage was written and signed.

0.' (%
7 :
3 5

The only condition he imposed was, that | should not be
seen by nor speak to any other man, and he vowed me to

that and we lived happily thereafter.

2 39

:
=




e el XA ‘( G 5 gl
AU glsa o dudad ¢ gaad) b &3y
L el cly A clldy (Ggaall 4d g

N
e h 3
i

'/.,_4 VLD
P et e R L

-

E
m \
-

o,
E
:0
¥
5
(i.
e
E‘
| "

v'/Z,{

A8 Ji%a e cpa Ao 13a QU L O
SNy cAdlls L pihlig ALE dlia 81 ) oy Lo (il by gl i Saa s

5 o g 13) Ak b e Bl () Al i i oY) (] e




-.‘7,}{_ A month later, | asked his permission to take the oldérf’};.
-"""

woman and go shopping. She led me to a merchant she |

knew and asked him to show us the finest silk he has. |

gave the old woman the money to pay for the goods, but he

refused to take it saying it is a present if she gives me

(s
3" s

leave to kiss her cheek. She persuaded me to accept such ™"
no harmful kiss. Instead of kissing me from under the vell,

he bit me so violently as to draw blood.
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Soon after we arrived home, my husband came in and seeing my_ %,
-"" :

injury, enquired about the cause of it. | tried to tell many excuses

but he was not convinced. He started beating me violently. At that

moment, the old woman came in and threw herself at his feet

begging his forgiveness until he consented. However, he left me

3 05

©  scarred forever. The slaves then took me and deposited me in my R
old father’s house, where | found my youngest sister and those

two dogs.
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'-.‘7,}{_ She told the Caliph how the fairy gave her a bundle of hair.ér";;.
-"""

As soon as the caliph took some hair and burned it, the |

fairy appeared and saluted him saying that if he wishes to

restore the dogs into their original shape, she would gladly

oblige, for she is a Muslim. He said: it will please me to

g s
7 e -

“ restore them. She brought a vessel of water, pronounced "
some words, and threw it at the dogs, they were instantly

transformed into two gorgeous young ladies.
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