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The Tale of the Viziers Noor and

Shams ad Deen
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There was once just Sultan of Egypt. His Vizier had two sons the eldest

was called Shams and younger Noor. When their father died, the Sultan

l appointed them as his Viziers. One night, while conversing with his

brother, Shams told Noor; let us marry the same day; and suppose your
| wife conceived a son, and mine conceived a daughter, we will give them
ilto each other in marriage. Sensing the hesitation, Shams spoke harshly to

his younger brother.
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Noor wsery ueasy all night on account of his brother’s attitude. In the

morning, he took what he needed of money and jewels and started a 'rl}'f TR

o
ljourney out of Cairo. He travelled till he reached Basra, he went to a nice

lodging to stay for the night. The Minister of Basra while sitting beside his
Ipalace window, perceived the stranger as he arrived looking like a
il Minister in attire. The Minister came down to get acquainted with the

young man.
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The Minister asked him where did he come from? Noor said; | am an

L Egyptian, born in Cairo. My father was the Vizier in Egype, he died, and |
\\‘xe I have left my country to travel the world. The Minister took Noor to his
Y

i home and said: “young man, | am getting old and | have a beautiful

|

daughter. Several nobles have sought her for their sons. | would love to

have you as my son-in-law. | would then take you to the Sultan of Basra

and introduce you as my nephew Noor accepted with gratitude.

Sem

S—
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The Miiter invited the nobles of the city and addressed them

that Noor is my nephew. His father was the Vizier of Egypt, as ) i °

Sem
lagreed long time ago, he sent him to wed my daughter. In the

morning the Minister took Noor to introduce him to the Sultan.
§ Having heard the story, the Sultan appointed Noor as Minister of

Basra in place of his father-in-law.
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As for hms, wen he returned from hunting, he was surprised to find

that Noor had left Cairo and did not come back. It annoyed him so much 'rl}'f TR

Ithe more, because he did not doubt that the harsh words he had used was | 7

the reason for his brother’'s flight. He informed the Sultan of the
|disappearance of his brother and solicited his help in searching for him.
il Messengers were sent to different parts of the kingdom and returned with

Nno News.




R s =
A %
N

1

"
7! — N

C)-‘,.J-“:', A Byt ..SJ-AJJ..\e_:'\

»

W
) | oS e e Gl paad R
17\ PR E N RN IR PERE AR

’ (S Al By i g Bl 39
) S g AAIA uJ daSa 15 oSa

0 Ol (e A ) i g 2B g Lagia Lilaa cpia g 5d) o) (3RS oYLE Las]

Al

------

AQUS QS g pmaa Jlad G Jay G ’W‘

AL o)) i a8y g Ay lgale ‘-’

La ) cadagy hia” B g Lgla Gunl a5 ¥ LS iaa liagl

Mo’ b gacd dathall s LaME pal) | o [EEEES



Gl
After se tim, failing to find his brother, Shams married the
daughter of one famous merchant in Cairo. As it happened, the

| date of his marriage was the same date his brother Noor married

the Minister’s daughter in Basra. With Gods will, Shams’s wife

pdelivered a girl named Hasna, while Noor’s wife delivered a boy

named Hasan at the same time.
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s
Years ased b, and Noor getting old and weak, he called upon
his son Hasan and told him that he has a brother Shams who is
| Vizier in Egypt, and how he departed not in good terms with his

brother. He asked Hasan to write down his story and his will. He

wrote the date of his arrival to Basra, marriage date to Minister of

Basra’s daughter, and Hasan’s birth date. He instructed him to

save this document.
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Shortlyer, Noor died. Since Hasan stopped going to the Sultan

court, the Sultan appointed a new Minister in his place. The new iy
[ ——

I Minister cherished hatred to Hasan and his father. He ordered the
guards to confiscate all their belongings. One of the guards
ginformed Hasan to run away immediately. He changed his clothes

and appearance and left the city secretly.
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Hasan t goig till he reached the cemetery. Leaning his head
upon his father’s tombstone, he dropped to the floor asleep. He
Ihad not slept long, when a Muslim fairy entering the cemetery

found him lying on his back, and was surprised at his beauty. She

§then took into the air where she met a peer of hers. She asked

him to go down and look at the most handsome sleeping young

man in the world.
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The gei acknwledged that he is real handsome. However, | just
come from seeing a girl in Cairo more admirable than anyone.
| She is the daughter of the Vizier of Egypt; and the Sultan had

asked for her hand in marriage. The Vizier told the Sultan that she

§is engaged to the son of his lost brother and that he heard that

his brother married the daughter of the Minister of Basra and she

delivered a son who is going to marry my daughter.
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Gl
The Sult, prooked at this denial said to him in anger: “l swear
to marry her to the ugliest of my slaves, and asked the Vizier to

Iquit his presence. The Sultan called a hump-backed ugly slave,

and commanded the Vizier to arrange for the festivities for the

gmarriage of his daughter to this slave to night. Hearing this, the

girl sat crying among the bride dressers. She is the most beautiful

creature, however, no one is fit for her more than this young man. |
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The fair said: let us carry him to meet this girl and arrange to marry them

in spite of the Sultan’s will. The genie consented to this fantastic

| proposal. He carried Hasan while asleep and put him down on the floor of

a hall in the palace. He awakened him and explained the plot to him and
linstructed him to mix with the people in the marriage festival and to stand
il beside the hump-backed groom. When the dressers come put your hand

in your pocket you will find gold coins to throw to the audience.
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Hasan continued to pull out time after time handfuls of gold coins

which he distributed among the attendees. After the festivities
lended, all attendees were ordered out. However, at the
persistence of the musicians, Hasan was allowed to stay. Once

|

§the groom had to go out to the bathroom, the genie appeared and

locked him in for the night.
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T
Hasan nt to the brides chamber and waited. When the bride
came in, she was shocked and told him: who are you? He told her

Ithat he is her real husband and the hump-backed is a hired

person and a trick by the Sultan to get some laughs on his

gaccount. She was so pleased with this revelation. Hasan took off

his turban and put it aside along with his bag that contained one

thousand dinars.
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Towardsorning, while the lovers were asleep, the genie met

again with the fairy and agreed that it is time to take Hasan back Hiy
e

lagain to where they found him. The fairy went in and carried

S—

Hasan covered with the bed sheet and took off. While in the air, a

§comet hit the genie and killed him which forced the fairy to land in

Damascus. She deposited Hasan near the gate of a market and

took to the air.
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Hasan ke u in the morning to find people gathering around

him and speculating that he might either be drunk or insane to lie i
o

Ihere in his underwear. His surprise was as great as theirs.

S—

Confused, Hasan went wandering in the streets till he came to a

|

jrestaurant where the owner felt sorry for him and employed him

in the kitchen.
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As for ' bride Hasna, she awoke to find that the husband, is
gone. In the meantime, her father came in bewailing her sad

Idestiny with the hump-backed. She came up to him, kissed his

hand and received him with joy and pleasure contrary to what he

§was expecting. Sensing his anger, she told him: | know it was a

trick you played along with the Sultan, my husband to that
handsome man who slept with me tonight. She even showed him 'l

his turban and bag.

=D
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Her fat, insected the turban and found a written document.
He recognized the hand writing of his brother and understood the
| account of his marriage to the daughter of the Minister of Basra.

In the meantime, she brought him the bag where he found the

| thousand dinars. As he finished, he cried out loud and fainted.

When he recovered, he said: “Daughter, your groom is your

cousin,.” He took the documents to the Sultan and told him the|

whole story.
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S NEERg—

Hasna, Sams aughter, in due time delivered a handsome baby
boy who looked like his father Hasan; they called him Agib. Years
|later,The Vizier Shams then took permission from the Sultan of

Egypt to travel with Hasna and Agib to Basra to look for Hasan.

§ They made a stop in Damascus. Agib went for a tour of the

market, and by chance stopped at Hasan’s pastry shop and asked
for a cream-tart. Hasan presented him a plate which Agib found

very delicious that he ordered one to go.
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Upon arrival to Basra, Shams went to the Sultan and told him the
story of his brother Noor. The Sultan informed them Noor’s wife is

I still in town. Shams and company went to her house to find her in

state of mourning and sorrow. He introduced himself and related

|

dthe story of his daughter Hasna with her son Hasan and then

introduced Agib as her grandson.
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Gl
Agib told his gandmother about his visit to Damascus and how
he had eaten the best cream-tart in the world; She told him; no

lone can cook a cream-tart better than her and her son Hasan.

Agib offered her to taste the plate he brought with him. As soon

§as she tasted it, she cried and fainted. After she recovered, she

said; This is the cocking of my son Hasan.
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Gl
Considrg what he has just witnessed, the Vizier Shams,
ordered his men to travel to Damascus and bring the pastry-cook

lwithout harming him. He then told his daughter Hasna to arrange

the house to look like the night Hasan entered her chamber and

gmarried her. When Hasan was brought to Basra, they took him

directly to the chambers of Hasna. As he entered, Hasan could

not believe his eyes and fainted to the floor.
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The Vizier Shams approached Hasan and said: From your
reaction to the setting of the stage, | am now sure that you are the
lone who wedded my daughter in Cairo. You are my nephew, son

of Noor. He then brought Hasan’s mother and his son Agib and

gintroduced them to each other. They all thanked god, for his

blessings that got them all together.
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