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Origion of Kalila and Dimna
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Once upon a time, a powerful
young king named
Dabschelim ruled over India.
Unlike his father, He was unjust, cruel, and used to wage wars
on neighboring countries.
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' During the reign of this king, there .
was a wise man called Bidpai. %"
When he saw the unjustly manner
of the king practices, he started to think of how to approach the king,
advise him to change his way of government, and straighten his path.
Bidpai shared his thoughts with his students who became afraid for his

safety. N
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One day, Bidpai went to meet the king. He said: “Your majesty:
you have Iinherited the throne from your great victorious
ancestors. Yet you remain blind to the suffering of your people. |
seek neither money nor any favor. | am here to advise you to go
back to the just ways of your great ancestors.”
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The king was enraged and said: S
“How dare you speak to me like no one in this country dares to?” | will
make of you an example to anyone who dares to speak like this. The

king called his guards and ordered them to take Bidpai to jail and give
him nothing except bread and water.
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The guards dragged Bidpai, |
locked him behind bars and forbade anyone to visit. He felt %
lonely and started thinking of how this life is so unfair. How the
strong is enslaving the weak! How humans are barely living and
spend their lives chasing for a loaf of bread! How justice has
disappeared off the face of the earth!
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The king's took up the hobby of ‘.
astronomy. Adjacent to his palace, he built an observatory open )
to the sky, equipped with the best instruments. It contained a
beautiful astrolabe and all means of leisure. He used to get
entranced by the silent music of the spheres and used to spend
hours observing positions of stars.
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One night, the king was lucky
enough to witness a
spectacular shooting star. It
began brightly near the middle °
of the sky, streaked down across the darkness with a bright tail
of sparks, and suddenly fizzled out above the horizon. It was a
breath taking sight. It was so dramatic, that he thought it was a
sign to something.
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While contemplating on what he @

“
>

saw, he fell into the deepest sleep. He dreamed that a man “

wearing a green robe approaching him and said: “Fear not, O
King, my purpose is to congratulate you, not to harm you. |
come to tell you of a treasure rich beyond your dreams. Ride
into the mountains and seek this treasure before it is too late.”
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He awoke in the morning and |
rose to prepare for the journey
suggested in his dream. They
reached the mountains  and
found many caves. The king noticed a solitary man sitting in the
entrance of a cave nearby. The king turned toward him, and
almost immediately, the hermit leapt up and came forward to

meet him. The king told the hermit all about his dream.
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The king told the hermit all about his dream. The hermit said 2
that he heard about it from his father but no one knew where
exactly it is. The king then ordered his guards to look inside the
caves. After few hours, there was a great shout from the
guards. Your majesty, come quickly please. We have found

something amazing. e
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When the king crouched to peer EESeEs i
into the cave, he could see dozens of coffers stacked agalnst‘
the wall. They were hauled out and opened one by one with
great excitement. The king sat in a daze, running his fingers
through a priceless heap of rubies, diamonds, and gold. Inside

one of the coffers, he found a roll of white stain tied with a
ribbon and sealed with wax. e
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He broke the seal to find a letter from the great king Houschnek,

long dead, addressed to him. The Iletter offers a specific

guidance for achieving greatness as a king. It lists a series of

thirteen rules which he suggests a king would be wise to follow.
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Ever since he read the letter, T areeaUEtEIRER=SNEE2
the king reflected on what Bidpai had advised him and how “
similar his advice was to what is suggested in the letter. He
thought how Bidpai was neither a crank nor a flatter, but
someone who gave good advice. “My rage made me do a
terrible thing. | could have killed him. | hope it is not too late to
rescue him”; he contemplated. e
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When the king arrived at the palace, he immediately ordered

the guards to go get Badpai, to give him a good bath, and dress

him in majestic clothes and bring him to his presence.
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Bidpai was presented to the king the next morning. The king &
said: | was reflecting on what you told me in our last meeting.
Did you mean to undermine me and my authority? Bidpai said:
Of course not, my intention was to advise you for your own
good and for the good of the people. The king then told him
about his journey to the mountains. e
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The king thought of putting the rulesqé.;?
mentioned in the treasure’s letter in a book that can benefit the coming “*
generations. He thought that Bidpai will be the best to fulfill this task.
Accordingly, he told Bidpai to compose a book that will show the public
how to obey their rulers, but inherent in it is how the rulers should
behave. The book should combine wisdom, philosophy, as well as
entertainment.
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Bidpai called on his students to join him in accomplishing this task. He S
instructed them to divide the book into chapters each dealing with a
specific issue in the form of question and answer. The narrative should
be using animals as characters, to be educating, and entertaining to the
public as well as to the elite. He also intended it to include useful advice
and experiences to help people control themselves and families and
obey their leaders. S
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Introduction

Kalila and Dimna is a repository of wisdom and understanding about the
human nature. It is one of the gems of world culture, having been
translated to most of the languages through the centuries. Kalila and
Dimna are subtle and suggestive moral tales. As Ibn Al-Mukaffa mentions
in his introduction; the purpose and target of this book comes in four
categories: Having animals as the main characters made it funny and
attractive for the young; (2) the painting and coloring makes it
entertaining; (3) the description of how rulers should deal with people
encourages them to re-print it and keep it in circulation for times to come,;

and (4) scholars and philosophers will recognize the wisdom behind the % :

stories included.

After in depth reading of the Arabic and English translations, | am hereby-
in this series- presenting the stories in a simple continuous sequence,
supported by full graphic presentation of each story events, to make it
more attractive for the young and the old.

Dr. Mohammed H. Omar
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The Indian Origin of Kalila & Dimna

When Alexander the great conquered Persia around 326 B.C, he continued to
China passing through India. The king of India refused to surrender. He
gathered a large army supported by war-trained elephants and beasts.
Alexander ordered his engineers to build copper statues of horses on wheels, to
be filled with oil and sulfur. When the battle started, Alexander put his statue
horses at his front and sat the oil on fire. When the elephants attacked the
statue horses they found them in flames. Consequently, the elephants

disorderly retreated, throwing the men on top and whatever was in their way.
¢

India fell under Alexander rule who appointed a just ruler to govern India while

he continued with his conquest plan of China. Upon his departure, Dabshalim,
overthrew the governor and was appointed king of India. He is the king who
ordered the write up of Kalila and Dimna and put it in the treasury safe.

e,
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The Persian Version of Kalila and Dimna &

It came to the attention of Anusharwan Kisra, King of Persia that there
IS a rare book in the possession of the Indian king. This book is a
narration of stories spoken by animals. It provides wisdom needed by
kings to govern their subjects. Kisra sent his trusted private physician,
Parzavay, to India to obtain a copy of the book. Parzavay befriended
an Indian scholar who gave him access to the book and secretlyq:iiz
translated it to the Persian language. Upon completing his task,
Parzavay went back to Persia and delivered the translated manuscript

to King Kisra anusharwan, who ordered to keep in a safe place.

30
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The Arabic Version of Kalila and Dimna ; ’é‘

«

The Persian copy of Kalila and Dimna was translated into Arabic by Abdullah»"'w
Ibn Al-Mukaffa. He added a chapter to the beginning of the book to explain why
he made the translation. He mentions how wise people of all nations try to
educate the people and how they faced persecution by the authorities.
Accordingly, this book was written as bespoken by animals. He encourages
people to read it and make use of the wisdom contained within its folds. The
purpose and target comes in four categories: (1) Having animals as the main ':‘:ﬂ;é
characters made it funny and attractive for the young; (2) the graphic ;
representation makes it entertaining; (3) the description of how rulers should
deal with people encourages them to re-print it and keep it in circulation for
times to come; and (4) scholars and philosophers will recognize the wisdom
behind the stories included. e
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Abdullah 1bn Al-Mukaffa 5

Ibn al-Muqaffa, though a resident of Basra, was originally from the
town of Jur in the lranian province of Fars. He was born and raised
under the Zoradisht Doctrine. In Basra, he attended mosque schools
and literary circles. Accordingly, he became expert in Arabic language

and literature. He became close with Isa Ibn Ali (uncle and rival of

several stories abou his death/murder. While some say he was
accused of heresy, others say he was murdered because his writings

used to criticize the authorities and provoke rebellion.

[

Abbasid Caliph Al-mansur) and became a Muslim. Historians mention

“»
>


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basra
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Tales of Kalila & Dimna Series

Origion of Kalila and Dimna

The Pigeon & the Fox, the cheating Merchant

The Elephant and the Lark, The Lion and the
Rabbit, The Lion and the Mouse, the Lion and
the Slave

Tale of the Lion & the Bull, Tale of the Lion &
the Three Bulls

Tale of the Pigeon, the Rat, and Friends. Tale of
the Dumb Thief

Tale of the Wolf, Crow, Jackal, and the Camel.
Tale of the Crow and the Snake. Tale of the Iron
Eating Mice. Tale of the Three Fish

Tale of the Lion and the Jackal. Tale of the
Lioness and the Hunter the Bird:
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e |8 Tale of the King and the bird Fanza; The Tale of
lladh, Beladh, and Irakht
9 The Traveler and the Goldsmith; The King’s
Son and his Companions
o
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