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Tale of the Pegion and the Fox
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One day the king asked his
advisor, “Tell me a story about the one who advises others, but fails
& to advise himself.” The advisor said, “This is like in the story of The

Pigeon and the Fox.”
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Once Upon a time there was a

forest with a lake and a grass field. Animals and birds live in the
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“%. = The pigeon used to lay its eggs
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and sit on the eggs until they hatch and the nestlings come out. The

pigeon used to go out and bring food for its nestlings and happily feed

# them.
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One day, a fox saw the pigeon and its nestlings on top of the tree.

~ The fox started to think of how to trick the pigeon to eat the nestlings.
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The fox called the pigeon from
under the tree, and threatened to fly and eat her and the nestlings.

“Throw the nestlings to me if you want to save yourself,” the fox said.

'_' Out of fear, sadly the pigeon threw the nestlings to him.
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The next time, when the new eggs 2
hatched and the nestlings grew big, the pigeon remembered the fox.
. She became sad, huddled her nestlings and prayed for a way to get .
S rid of this fox. While in this sad mood, Big Bird landed on the tree Vi
nearby. “Why are you said?” asked Big Bird. The pigeon told him h
about her misfortune with the wicked fox.
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Big Bird said, “Don’t be afraid.
The fox cannot fly and cannot reach you.” Next time tell the fox that
# you are not going to throw your nestlings, and challenge him to climb Sma

[ &  the tall tree!
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When the fox came the next morning demanding to get her nestlings, %

the pigeon told him, “I am not afraid of you, and if you really can fly,

4 come and get them.” The fox was shocked of the new tone of the ¥t
ﬂw - pigeon and asked her: “Who taught you this?” The pigeon said, “Big h

~

=" Bird told me that you cannot fly.” T
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The fox was mad. He started thinking of a trick to get back at Big

Bird. The fox went looking for Big Bird and found him standing near
# the lake. The fox said, “Hi Big Bird. It is windy today. What do you do &&=
T with your head when the wind blows from your right?” Big Bird said, J

“Well, | put my head under my Ieft wing.” S
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The fox said, “What do you do if the wind blows from your left?” Big Bird said,
“Well, | put my head under my right wing.” The fox said, “OK, you are smart.
# But what do you do if the wind blows from everywhere around you?” Big Bird

said, “Oh, | cover my head with both of my wings.” The fox said, “Well, show

“.~ me how!!”
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As soon as big bird put his head
under his wings, the fox jumped for the attack saying: “You were ﬁ‘ff-“-
smart enough to advise the pigeon on how to protect herself. Yet, you
failed to advise yourself!!” At that instant, the pigeon happened to be
. flying in that area, and seeing the fox ready to jump; screamed at big
® bird telling him to fly away. Big bird flew away from the fox, thanking
god and the pigeon for warning him in time.
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Tale of the Cheating Merchant %

(Love for people what you love for yourself)
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Once upon a time, two clothing merchants got into a partnership in 2
renting a place to store their merchandize. It happened that one of
~them was living nearby the store. Being a cheater by nature, he
thought of a way to come back at night and steal some of his
I partner's merchandize.
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his stuff from his partner’s. Thus, he hanged his coat on his partner’s

merchandize as a mark.
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Coincidentally, the second partner remembered that he forgot his hat.
Returning to the store to retrieve his hat, he noticed that his partner

. forgot his coat lying on his merchandize. Accordingly, he placed it

back on top of his partner’s rack of clothing.
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At midnight the sneaky partner =

(5
5

- e

came to the store, not turning the lights on in order not to attract
attention of the neighbors, he started to search for his coat that he left
M it as a mark. Upon finding it, he carried the coat and the merchandize ¥
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He took the stuff home. Being tired, he fell asleep. In the morning, he

. looked at the merchandize to discover that he has carried his own.
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Tale of the Lion & the Rabbit
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"= = Once upon a time, various animals =02,
T S

lived in a forest, surrounded by
many meadows and streams of water. A fierce lion used to hunt for

\ his food, terrorizing, killing and injuring many of the animals.
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The surviving beasts held a meeting .

=

to discuss how they might organize

themselves to solve this problem. They sent a delegation which

M approached the lion with a compromise.
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k. The animal representative
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suggested to the lion that; Instead of spending your energy in chasing i

and catching your prey; we agreed to each day select, by lottery, one
_ of the beasts to become your food, and | will deliver it in person. In
™ retrospect, you will stop chasing us and let the survivors live in peace.
"I This compromise will be good for all parties.
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The lion said: “All right, but if it fails,

| shall come at you with terrible anger and kill more than | used to do

before. The first day the jackal name was drawn in the lottery. At the
- agreed upon time, the representative delivered the jackal to the lion.
# The lion was satisfied with this arrangement and this was repeated

= L4

e daily.
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One day a rabbit name was drawn

“““~ in the lottery. After a pause, the rabbit addressed the animal *"

representative as follows: “Please delay my escort to the lion by one

hour in order that he will get hungry. Then allow me to approach him

- alone, for | have a plan which may free us all from his cruelty. The
# animals granted the rabbit his request.
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“ | of his den and went to meet the caller.
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The rabbit went walking slowly
along the way until he was late for =
the arranged food time of the lion. When at last he reached the lion’s

den, he called “ Mr. lion where are you, Sir?” Enraged, the lion got out
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“Who are you? And where is my food? The lion answered. The rabbit
responded: “I am the beasts’ representative. They sent me to deliver your food
which happened to be another rabbit. However, It's been stolen, Sir, by
another lion like you. He claimed to be the master of all the land and of the
beasts. Thus here | am running to inform you of what happened.
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| Where is he?, Roared the lion
with rage. Follime and | will show you his place, the rabbit said. =
The enraged lion followed the rabbit. Along the way, thee rabbit kept
# telling the lion about the arrogance and disrespect of the other one to

enrage him more.
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The rabbit quickly rushed off into f
the forest. By the end he led the |

<% (3
© lion quietly to a deep water pond. -

As they approached the water edge, the rabbit retreated a bit further

and said urgently, “there, Sir! There he is.”
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When the lion looked down into the pond, sure enough he saw
another lion. With all his strength he leapt to the attack with a terrible

splash in the pond below. It did not take the lion long to drown.
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After a while the rabbit hopped back to the other animals to tell them
the good news. They all celebrated the victory of the rabbit who freed

& them from the lion.
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R Introduction

Kalila and Dimna is a repository of wisdom and understanding about the human
L nature. It is one of the gems of world culture, having been translated to most of the
languages through the centuries. Kalila and Dimna are subtle and suggestive moral
tales. As Ibn Al-Mukaffa mentions in his introduction; the purpose and target of
this book comes in four categories: Having animals as the main characters made it
funny and attractive for the young; (2) the painting and coloring makes it
entertaining; (3) the description of how rulers should deal with people encourages
them to re-print it and keep it in circulation for times to come; and (4) scholars and
';-;. philosophers will recognize the wisdom behind the stories included.
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series- presenting the stories in a simple continuous sequence, supported by full
graphic presentation of each story events, to make it more attractive for the young
_ and the old.

Dr. Mohammed H. Omar

After in depth reading of the Arabic and English translations, | am hereby- in this




Tales of Kalila &"”'Dimna Series

Origion of Kalila and Dimna

The Pigeon & the Fox, the cheating Merchant

The Elephant and the Lark, The Lion and the Rabbit, The Lion and the
Mouse, the Lion and the Slave

Tale of the Lion & the Bull, Tale of the Lion & the Three Bulls

Tale of the Pigeon, the Rat, and Friends. Tale of the Dumb Thief

Tale of the Wolf, Crow, Jackal, and the Camel. Tale of the Crow and
the Snake. Tale of the Iron Eating Mice. Tale of the Three Fish

Tale of the Lion and the Jackal. Tale of the Lioness and the Hunter
the Bird:

Tale of the King and the bird Fanza; The Tale of lladh, Beladh, and
Irakht
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The Traveler and the Goldsmith; The King’s Son and his Companions
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