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Tale of the Lion & the Bull
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. The king told the wise man; | believe
©  the first principle in the treasure letter says: “Never dismiss any 23S
servant at the request of other persons. For anyone who is close to a
king will always ultimately arouse jealousy.” The wise man said:" if a
g liar and a sneaky person came between two close friends, their
relation will be severed and could turn into enmity." This is best
illustrated by the story of the Lion and the Bull.
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lion living in a forest, which he claimed as his kingdom. Many
animals lived wunder his reign including wolves, Jackals,

& leopards, and tigers. He used to conduct daily open sessions
°f in his court. Among the lion’s attendants were, two jackal

brothers named Kalila and Dimna who were very clever.

Once upon a time, there was a
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One day they heard a loud frightening and unfamiliar sound coming %
from the far end of the forest. Dimna noticed that the lion is not
leaving his den as usual. He ventured to enter the lion’s court and
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Dimna found a Bull grazing. He told the bull: The lion sent me

to bring you to his court; and if you come obediently, he will

forgive your tardiness in presenting yourself earlier.” Upon
ﬁ enquiry of the Bull about this lion, Dimna explained that he is

© " the king of the forest and has many beasts under his reign.
.. However the lion will give you assurance to your safety.
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%~ Dimna led the bull to the lion’s court and said: “Your Majesty, this Bull qi‘
came to salute you and offer you his obedience. The lion accepted his
offer and treated him nicely; and asked him to come forward and be
closer. In due course, the lion and the bull became great friends. At

L the beginning Dimna felt some irritation, but soon it turned into envy

that kept eating on him.
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Dimna went to his brother Kalila and gave
= vent to his irritation. ‘How is it that | was so stupid as to serve the king and
neglect my own interest?’ Dimna said. | must devise a plan to discredit the bull
in the eyes of the lion in order to regain my former position. “But how can you
. succeed while the bull is much larger and stronger than you and has many
allies by now?” Kalila said. After that, Dimna stayed away from the lion’s court
for few days.
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«:_g":-_ When he showed up later, the lion enquired
about his absence. Dimna said: “| was depressed and worried, for somethmg
happened that does not please your Majesty. Someone | trust very much told
me that the bull is meeting secretly with other animals in the kingdom with the
idea of leading a rebellion to overthrow you. The bull is telling them that you
are weak, coward, and afraid of his strength; and if it was not for his council,
the kingdom would have collapsed months ago.”
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After everyone left the court, the lion asked Dimna of what he should do? The
lion said: “I will send for him and order him to leave our company.” Dimna
said: "I am afraid that if he reckons that you know of his plot, he might

& expedite the execution of such a plot. Anyhow, | believe you should be alert

and ready if you see signs that the bull is for a fight. With your permission, |
will go talk to him and discover his intentions. The lion agreed.
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Dimna approached the bull slowly, looking sad and/depressed. The bull said:”

Cheer up and tell me where have you been? And why are you worried?”

Dimna said: ‘I am not worried for myself, remember the promise of safety |
. gave you? Well, a trusted source informed me that the lion is telling his friends
that you are getting fat and worthy for a good feast.” As soon as | heard this, |
came to warn you to be alert and ready to fight for your life.
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When the bull entered the court, as .
anticipated, he found the lion sitting in a ready to fight state. When the ™
lion looked at the bull, he saw his eyes are red and posture is ready
for a fight. Both of them thought of what Dimna told them. Each has

# his doubts confirmed and continued to be alert and ready.
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Taking no chances, the lion crouched

7 and sprang at the bull and the bull |
RS charged back. The fight continued for some time, and finally the bull "r
fell dead to the ground, and the lion ended wounded severely. When
Kalila observed that the lion is wounded; he asked Dimna to follow

# him to his den.
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Kalila was so mad at Dimna and scorned him harshly; then told him:
“you wanted to be the only one close to the lion, and this is not right,
and can never be. | am fed up with you, and | fear of the punishment
you will get, because you are of two colors and two tongues.” Dimna
stood up and said that he is going to check on the lion.
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Dimna entered the lion’s den and noticed how sad he looked. He

congratulated the lion on his victory; and asked: 'What is bothering your

Majesty?’ The lion said:” | am sad, | miss the bull and his council and sound
. thinking.” “You should not be. A wise man should not feel pity for his enemies,
better a traitor dead than revolution spread.” Dimna said. “Yes, | suppose you
are right,” the lion said; and he parted Dimna without any more ado.
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One night while the tiger was leaving the lion’s company, he passed (3

by Kalila and Dimna’s den. The tiger heard Kalila ridicule Dimna for

what he did and blame him for his treachery. Kalila was also scolding

& him for not listening to his advice. The tiger went to the lion’s mother,
#told her of what he heard, and made her promise not to tell about the

“= = source of such information.
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The next morning, the lion’'s mother went to check on her son and o
found him distressed. He said: “I| am sad for the bull, | was just
remembering his good deeds and advice.” She then exclaimed; how
. did you Kkill him without enough knowledge and certainty?. While
conversing with his mother, he felt that she is hiding something. She
told him of the conversation between Kalila and Dimna. The lion
ordered to bring Dimna to his court.
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When Dimna was presented to the lion, he looked around and said; “what is :
going on?” The mother said: “The King is sad because you are still alive.”
Dimna said: "the king should not rush into a decision based on suspicion.” The
. mother exclaimed ‘Look at this devil, in spite of his great crime, he talks as if
he is innocent.” The king turned the case to the judge who ordered putting
Dimna in jail until completion of investigation.
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Once kalila knew that Dimna is in prison, he sneaked, after midnight, o
and went to see him. While conversing, Kalila scorned Dimna for his
cunning tactics and for not listening to his advice. It happened that a
. leopard- who was jailed in a cell close by- heard their conversation and
concluded that Dimna is actually admitting his guilt. He kept it to
himself so he can relate it to the judge if called as a witness.
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In the morning, the lion ordered everyone to be present in the court.
Witnesses were called, and testified that Dimna used lies and
. treacherous ways to ignite enmity between the lion and the bull, which
#caused the death of the bull. The tiger repeated what he heard, and
the leopard told about the conversation he heard while in jail.

S Accordingly, the judge declared Dimna guilty.
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2 . . 3 (%
W% @ Three Bulls were grazing in a meadow: a white bull, a black bull, and a red _ .

>

W »L»‘ ;

bull. They were watched by a Lion who longed to capture and devour them. "%
=8 However, he felt that he was no match for the three so long as they kept ¥
together.

The lion started thinking of a trick to separate the three bulls so he can get

each one alone. Finally he devised a plan and went for execution. The lion

~ approached the bulls, greeted them and told them how much he admires their ..

S closeness and friendship among themselves. “| wish | can be accepted as a Tr‘e-‘%?
friend of yours”, the lion said. The bulls were delighted to have the king of the

jungle as their friend.
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One day, while the white bull was grazing away from his friends, the .~

_g lion approached the red bull and the black bull and said: “My friends, |
B9 am really concerned for you.” “Why?” they asked. “The white bull o
represents a threat to you,; he stands out with his complexion and he

IS going to make you a target for other predators and hunters; the

lives of both of you is at risk,” The Lion responded. "What should we

do? asked the two bulls. “let me eliminate him and thus eliminate the

danger,” replied the lion

s
- ~

S After a period of silence, the black bull looked at the lion and said: "If = *
what you say is correct, then | give my consent. Then he looked at
the red bull and said: “what do you think?” The red bull said that he

- also has no objection, for it makes sense to sacrifice one for the sake \, i
# of saving the others. ”
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# So the red bull and black bull agreed, after all the Lion was their
I sincere friend and King of the Jungle. The lion attacked the white bull

-

= t"/,_‘ .
% and, because none came to his help, he was defeated.
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«___J;}_ A few weeks went by and the Lion

called the black bull over and told
him: “Look at the red, bull how strong and big he became. He is even

§ boasting that he is the strongest bull on earth, and he is much
- I stronger than you.” The black bull was enraged and said: “Follow me

=

"« and | will show you who is braver and stronger.”
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The black bull went running to the red bull and surprised him with a kick with
his strong horn. The red bull was furious and kicked back. The fight became
- fierce, and within an hour they were both motionless on the ground, bleeding
and exhausted. The red bull called upon the lion to help him finish off the
black one. Of course, the lion did not hesitate. He jumped on the black bull

and killed him,
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A few days later, the Lion confronted the red bull and said: “Now it is

your turn. | did not dare attack you when the three of you were united,

- as one front. Now you are alone.” The red bull finally realized his

# mistake and said: “yes you are right, come and kill me; for | was killed
the moment the white bull was killed.
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LA ‘Union is strength”

Introduction

Kalilaand Dimnais arepository of wisdom and understanding about the
human nature. It is one of the gems of world culture, having been
translated to most of the languages through the centuries. Kalila and
Dimna are subtle and suggestive moral tales. As Ibn Al-Mukaffa
mentions in his introduction; the purpose and target of this book comes
in four categories: Having animals as the main characters made it funny
“< = and attractive for the young; (2) the painting and coloring makes it
entertaining; (3) the description of how rulers should deal with people
encourages them to re-print it and keep it in circulation for times to
come; and (4) scholars and philosophers will recognize the wisdom
behind the stories included.
R After in depth reading of the Arabic and English translations, | am
hereby- in this series- presenting the stories in a simple continuous
sequence, supported by full graphic presentation of each story events,
to make it more attractive for the young and the old.
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Dr. Mohammed H. Omar

Tales of Kalila & Dimna Series

Origion of Kalila and Dimna

The Pigeon & the Fox, the cheating Merchant

The Elephant and the Lark, The Lion and the Rabbit, The Lion and the
Mouse, the Lion and the Slave

Tale of the Lion & the Bull, Tale of the Lion & the Three Bulls

Tale of the Pigeon, the Rat, and Friends. Tale of the Dumb Thief

Tale of the Wolf, Crow, Jackal, and the Camel. Tale of the Crow and
the Snake. Tale of the Iron Eating Mice. Tale of the Three Fish

Tale of the Lion and the Jackal. Tale of the Lioness and the Hunter
the Bird:

Tale of the King and the bird Fanza; The Tale of lladh, Beladh, and
Irakht
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The Traveler and the Goldsmith; The King’s Son and his Companions
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Education:

. Alfadiliah High school, Tulkarm, 1959

B.A. American University Of Beirut, 1963

M.S & Ph.D MIS, Texas Tech University, 1979

Work Experience
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CEOQO, Virtuport, Amman — Jordan E-mail momar@uvirtuport.com

President & CEO, Integrated Telecom Company (ITC), Saudi Arabia
General Manager, Orbit Data Systems Ltd, Saudi Arabia,

General Manager, Computer &Communications Systems, Amman - Jordan
Executive Manager, Arab National Bank, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Assistant Professor, University Of Richmond, Virginia, USA

University Of South Carolina- Spartanburg, USA

Instructor:: Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas, USA

Institute of Public administration, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Alfadiliah High School, Tulkarm
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