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"% 3 Relate to me, said king Dabschelim to Bidpai, the story of the man .

who bestows his favors on unworthy objects, and yet hopes to meet .~
_« With a good return.

DI
It is right, says the philosopher, that kings as well as others should h
select, as objects of their gift and kindness, persons in whom they
may hope to meet with gratitude; and not consume their generosity
on relations and friends, who have often no better claims than what
the peculiarity of their situation gives them. It is unwise to despise
either man or beast, small or great, without having examined their
e utility, which is the proper rule for the conduct to be observed towards *f
them. This is a maxim which has often been in the mouths of wise
men of old, and is contained in the following story.
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There was a hole in the ground in a
.. forest, and there fell into it a goldsmith, FEsE"

a snake, a monkey, and a tiger. A

traveler, who was passing by, stood over the pit, and saw the man
_ and his companions. He said to himself, | cannot perform any deed
S that will plead more strongly in my favor in the life to come, than by
saving this man from the enemies by whom he is surrounded. So he
took a rope, and let it down into the hole.
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~ The monkey, owing to his climbing skill, was the first to cling to the
a8, rope, and climb up. The traveler then let it down a second time, and
the snake twisted herself round it, and came out. The third time, the
tiger took hold of it, and he drew him up. Then the three beasts
thanked him for assisting them to escape, but begged him not to
release the goldsmith, adding, that men in general, and especially the
person in question, were incapable of gratitude. Then the monkey
said to him: | live on a mountain near the city; and the tiger said: | live
~«.* In a forest close by this city; and the snake said: | dwell in the walls of = »*.

the city. If you pass in our neighborhood at any time, and have

occasion for our services, call to us, and we will come and reward

~ you for the kindness you have shown us.




g ever come to the city, enquire for my house; | am a goldsmith, and
shall be happy to be of any use to you. Then the goldsmith returned
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E But the traveler paid no attention to
what they had told him of the &=

ingratitude of man. He let down the rope again, and brought out the

goldsmith, who thanked him for what he had done, and said: If you

to the city, and the traveler continued his journey.
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e Sometime after, the traveler had occasion to - :
s go to the city. He remembered the ones he saved from the hole. So he called a6

on them to meet him. As he was walking along, the monkey met him, saluted

him, kissed his feet, and made apologies for the inability of monkeys to do
~ much for a friend, but begged him to sit down, and wait till he returned. Then
% the monkey went away, and very soon came back, bringing some choice fruit,
which he placed before the traveler, who having eaten as much as he chose,

continued his journey.
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‘-f;‘,"’; As he approached the gate of the city, the tiger advanced towards .
"~ him, and placing himself in a humble posture before him, said, “Wait %"
. a moment, and | will very soon come back to you.” Then the tiger
¥ went away, entered the city by one of the walls, killed the king's
"> " daughter, tore off her necklaces, and brought them to the traveler,
without informing him by what means he had procured them. Then
the traveler said to himself: “These beasts have rewarded me very
. handsomely, and | am now curious to see what the goldsmith will do.
;‘;":_ If he is poor, and has no means of showing his gratitude, he may at _'.
"~ least sell these necklaces for their full value, with which of course he
Is acquainted, and divide with me the sum of money which he obtains

' for them.
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%% 3 So, he went to the goldsmith, who, as soon as he saw him, saluted ,f;

him, and made him enter his house. Observing the necklaces, he o
_g Immediately recognized them to be those which he had made for the
daughter of the king.

He then told the traveler that he had no provisions in the house good
enough for him, but if he would wait a little while, he would fetch him
something to eat. Then he went out, and said to himself, This is an
opportunity not to be lost; | will go to the king, and inform him of the
" discovery | have made, and he will no doubt acknowledge and reward “«.*
my zeal. Then he went to the chamber of the king, and announced
himself by a message to the following claim: “The person who has

_ killed your majesty's daughter and stolen her necklace, is at this ye
#moment in my house.” ”
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Then the king desired the traveler to be
. Y brought before him. As soon as he saw the = =
jewels in his possession, he immediately ordered him to be put to the torture,
and after that to be led through the city, and in the end put to death. Whilst the
punishment was being executed, the traveler began to weep, and cry out with
& a loud voice: “If | had attended to the hints which the monkey, the snake, and
the tiger gave me of the ingratitude of this man, | would have escaped this
misfortune.”
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(... As he repeated the same words several times, the snake heard what ,f;
he said, and came out from her hole. She knew her benefactor, and “
4 was so distressed at the situation in which she found him, that she ‘ij\_\m

immediately thought of some plan to release him. She went and
stung the son of the king. The king called together the wise men of
his kingdom, who endeavored to charm the bite by their spells and
magical arts, but all to no success.

Now the snake had a sister, who was one of the Genii; so she wentto ¢
“ her, and informed her of the kindness she had experienced from the A
traveler, and of the misfortune into which he was fallen. The sister felt

pity for him, went to the king's son, and rendering herself invisible told

. him, that he would not get well, unless the man who had been yg
# punished so undeservedly pronounced an incantation over him. ”
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% fi‘v,"?j, Then the snake went to the traveler in prison, and reproached him for f;
not having attended to her advice concerning the goldsmith. She
# gave him leaves, which she told him served as an antidote to her

% ' poison, and desired him, when he is called to charm the bite which

the king's son had received, to make the young prince drink a fluid of

the leaves, which would cure him. If the king enquired into his

e

«_;‘73. circumstances, he must give a true account of himself, and by the @

A - . >
e »"‘,

favor of heaven he would by these means escape. Then the king's
son told his father, that he had heard the voice of someone speaking,
# who said to him, that he would not get well, unless the man, who had

' Dbeen unjustly imprisoned, charmed the sting of the snake.
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%% The king ordered the traveler to be sent for, and desired him to charm _%,

his son. The traveler replied, If he drinks the fluid of these leaves, he "
_44 will with the assistance of heaven be cured. Then he made him drink,
“ and the child got well, to the great joy and satisfaction of his father.
The king desired the traveler to give some account of himself, and the
latter related his history. Then the king thanked him, and made him a
handsome present, and commanded that the goldsmith should be put
In prison, as a just punishment for the false evidence which he had
= = given, and the bad return he had made to a good action. ';ﬁ,}

So in the ingratitude of the goldsmith towards the traveler, continued
Bidpai, and the gratitude of the beasts towards their benefactor, is a
ﬁ valuable lesson for those who will listen to advice.




The King’s Son And

His Companions
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arrive at any solid good without the exercise of his understanding and

" I judgment, and using caution in all he does; what is the reason that

the careless man often attains to glory and prospers in the world,
while those who possess the high qualities in a great degree often
meet with displeasure and losses?” The philosopher replied:
J Intelligence, good sense, and caution are as necessary to man, in his
* conduct through life, as the eye to vision, or the ear to the sense of :
hearing; though fate and destiny sometimes prevail over all the

i calculations of human caution. The history of the king's son and his ¥
# companions affords an example of this.” And what was this? said the ”

e (%

- -

- king.
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Four persons, continued the philosopher, met once in a road; the first _ .
was the son of a king, the second was the son of a merchant, the "%~
_« third, who was very handsome, was the son of a nobleman, and the
QE<™ fourth was the son of a wood- cutter. They were all in great trouble
and distress in a place at a distance from all relief, and had nothing,
except the clothes upon them. As they were travelling along, and
thinking what they should do, the prevailing notion in the mind of each
of them revealed itself in the following declarations: The son of the
_ king said: “All things in the world are determined by destiny. Patience
<. % and a due submission to the will of Providence is the safest conduct &
% for man.” The son of the merchant said: “Understanding is the most “%*

excellent of all things.” The son of the nobleman said that beauty was

superior to anything that had been mentioned; and the son of the

. wood-cutter gave the preference to industry over all the rest.
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%% 2 By this time, they had reached a city called Matroun, and they sat .

W P\

o T
down to consult on the course to be pursued. The other three said to

#the wood-cutter, Go and procure, by means of your industry, %

“» ' something for us to eat to-day. So he went into the city and enquired

for work, the wages of which would be sufficient to procure food for

four persons. He was told that nothing fetched so high a price in the

e

’ city as wood for fuel. So, he went out, and cut a bundle of sticks, and

-
o >
“h

brought it to the city, and sold it for a piece of silver. He bought food %Y

and wrote on the gate of the city: “The price of one day's hard labor is

4 a piece of silver.” He then returned to his companions with the ¥t
T provisions, and they all had a hearty meal.
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The next day it was agreed to be his turn, who said, there was nothing more

& valuable than beauty, to try his good fortune. So the son of the nobleman set

out to go to the city. On the way he said to himself, | am unable to work,
therefore what will be the use of my entering into the city?




. * But as he was ashamed to return to his e,
0 companions without food, he thought of T
~ separating from them altogether, and for this
purpose took another direction. As he was §igd
lying down with his back against a tree, he
became drowsy and fell asleep. The wife of §
one of the principal men of the city passing p}
by at the time, observed him, and was struck |
with his beauty. She asked her maid to go
and get him to her.

~7
P

He followed the maid to the mistress house, and he passed the day in a very ,":
agreeable manner. In the evening she presented him with five hundred pieces
of silver. Then he went and wrote upon the gate of the city: “the value of
beauty for one day is estimated at five hundred pieces of silver;” and he

# returned with the money to his companions.
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& On the third morning the son of the merchant was desired to go, and
make use of his understanding and knowledge in business, to
. procure food for the day's consumption. As he went forth he saw a _
“ ship laden with goods and heard merchants saying one to the other: “




‘ . We will go home to-day without making any purchase, and when the

owners of the ship find that no one offers to buy their merchandise,
_« Which however it is necessary for us to have for the sake of our trade,
QE2™ they will lower their demands, and we shall obtain it at a cheaper rate.
Then the son of the merchant came to the owners of the ship, and
bought the whole cargo on credit. Hearing this, the merchants were
afraid that they should lose the opportunity of acquiring the cargo;
therefore they gave him a premium price which he used to pay the
_ship owners and keep a profit of one thousand silver pieces. He went
<. % back with the money after he had written on the gate of the city: “One
" day's exercise of the understanding has been paid by a thousand
pieces of silver.”
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On the fourth day the king's son was desired to go and try what fate

. and destiny would do for him. So he took his leave, and came to the
3 gate of the city and stood there. It happened that the king of the
country was just dead, without leaving any successor to the crown.
When the procession returned from the burial, the doorkeeper had

¢ him arrested, and thrown into prison. The next day the people of the
city assembled, in order to deliberate on the choice of a king, but they
came to no determination. Remembering the young man in prison,
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%% 3 the nobles of the city sent to the prison, and had the young man . %

>
>

brought before them. .

g They enquired into his history, and what had made him come to their %
city. He said: “I am the son of the king of Fawiran. At the death of my

father, my brother deprived me of the crown; and in order to save my

life, I fled from the country.

Having known his father, the nobles chose him for their king, and
=7 appeared highly satisfied with his selection. As the newly-elected king ?"_’é_
rode by the gate, he observed the writing which was upon it; then he
commanded to be written: “industry, and beauty, and understanding,
and whatever good or evil happens to man in the world, takes place
# by the decree and determination of Providence, as exemplified, he Viuas
said, in the honor and favor which heaven this day had bestowed J
"= upon him”. He then went to his audience chamber, and took his seat =




rptr'i;. . . “ . .
“% ¢ upon his throne, and sent to his former companions to come to him.

B
The man of understanding he made one of his ministers; he
established the industrious son of the wood-cutter amongst the j

: ) -
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™ cultivators of the soil. He ordered a large sum of money to be given to
""" the handsome man. He sent him away, that he might not corrupt the
morals of the ladies of his court.
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